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—The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address— 
Period for Reply 

oIxu.^^mm™^ PERI0D F0R REPLY IS SETT0 EXPIRE ^ MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 

Or THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified aj>ove is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely 

- If NO penod for reply is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 

m Responsive to communication(s) filed on. 
f^This action is FINAL 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 ; 453 O.Q. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

L^CIaim(s) ___ 


Of the above claim(s). 

□ Claim(s) 

B(f Claim(s): 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 


Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on. is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9 (a)-(d) 

□ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

□ All □ Some* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 

□ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number), 


. is/are pending in the application. 

- is/are withdrawn from consideration. 
. is/are allowed. 

. is/are rejected. 

- is/are objected to. 

- are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 


□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not received: 

Attachment(s) 


□ Information Disclosure Statements), PTO-1449, Paper No(s). 

□ Notice of Reference(s) Cited, PTO-892 

□ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 


□ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

□ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 

□ Other 
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This action is responsive to the communication filed May 21, 
2003 and May 21, 2003. 

Claims 1-3, 5-11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) as 
being anticipated by Bell. Bell shows a distribution manifold 1 
having an inlet la at the bottom wall, which appears from the 
drawings to be cylindrical, and a plurality of outlets 3a which 
extend into the manifold 1 as shown in Figure 2. The inner ends 
of cylindrical outlets 3a have radii of half their diameter. The 
four outlets shown are read as two banks of two. 

The recitation in claim 1 of "for an air mass flow 
controller for fuel cells" merely relates to intended use and is 
given no weight. 

Applicant's remarks have been fully considered but are not 
deemed to be persuasive. As to the recitation of "diffuser", the 
specification makes no special definition of what a diffuser is 
but uses the term generally. In the fluid handling art a device 
which inputs one fluid stream and outputs a plurality of streams 
is often called a manifold or header. Since that is what the 
instant invention is, a manifold patent properly anticipates the 
claim. 

As to the first and second axes, the claim language is 
extremely broad. What does it mean to be "disposed along" an 
axis? Nothing in the claims require the axes to extend through 
the mid point of the outlets or precludes the outlets from being 
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in a straight row. One could easily take one axis through the 
tops of the outlets 3a, another through the bottoms of the 
outlets and accurately describe some of the outlets as being 
"disposed along" either of such axes. 

Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102 (b) as being 
anticipated by Kaminaka et al . Kaminaka et al show a fluid 
distributor 10 having an inlet 1 and outlets 3, the six outlets 
disclosed being read as two banks of three. The inlet and outlets 
are on opposite walls. 

As to the axes, the remarks above apply equally here. 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the 
extension of time policy as set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) . 


A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE TO THIS FINAL 
ACTION IS SET TO EXPIRE THREE MONTHS FROM THE DATE OF THIS 
ACTION. IN THE EVENT A FIRST RESPONSE IS FILED WITHIN TWO MONTHS 
OF THE MAILING DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION AND THE ADVISORY ACTION 
IS NOT MAILED UNTIL AFTER THE END OF THE THREE-MONTH SHORTENED 
STATUTORY PERIOD, THEN THE SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD WILL EXPIRE 
ON THE DATE THE ADVISORY ACTION IS MAILED, AND ANY EXTENSION FEE 
PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.136(a) WILL BE CALCULATED FROM THE 
MAILING DATE OF THE ADVISORY ACTION. IN NO EVENT WILL THE 
STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE EXPIRE LATER THAN SIX MONTHS FROM 
THE DATE OF THIS FINAL ACTION. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed 

to Examiner Fox at (703) 308-2595 or John.Fox@uspto.gov. Any 

inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this 

application should be directed to the Group receptionist whose 

telephone number is (703) 308-0861. The fax number for TC 3700 is 
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703-872-9302. For responses after final the fax number is 703- 
872-9303. The Supervisory Primary Examiner for Art Unit 3753 is 
John Rivell who can be reached at (703) 308-2599 or at 
John . Rivell@uspto . gov . 
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